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Family Forest Land Management Planning Project: 
Landowner and Community Driven Land Management Models 

 
Contractor:  Cooperative Development Services St. Paul, Minnesota 
 
Purpose:  To research and report on landowner and community driven land management models 
that may be adapted to better serve Minnesota’s family forest owners’ needs for forest management 
assistance and services.  The results and recommendations of this research effort will guide the 
Blandin Foundation’s investments to effectively and efficiently increase the number of acres of family 
forest lands under forest management plans. 
 
Objectives:  There are many different approaches to providing locally-based family forest landowner 
education, communication and services in use throughout the United States and internationally.  This 
project will survey many different community-based efforts, and identify those that might be relevant 
to Minnesota family forest landowners. 

• Identify, catalog and summarize a diverse array of 15-20 landowner and/or community driven 
forest management models in use in North America and Europe.  These models will be 
selected based on their current or potential use in Minnesota 

• Conduct an in-depth analysis of 3-5 of these community-based approaches that appear to offer 
the most promise of increasing the number of acres of non-industrial private forestland under 
sustainable management in Minnesota. 

• Based on the above research, develop a set of recommendations for increasing or improving 
the use of promising landowner and community driven land management models in Minnesota. 

 
Progress to Date:  In mid-May, Cooperative Development Services (CDS) completed a draft of its 
report tentatively entitled: "Taking Care of Family Forests:  Lessons for Minnesota."  The report 
identifies those approaches to private forest management that have the greatest potential to 
significantly increase the number of acres of sustainably managed family forests in 
Minnesota.  Twenty-four examples of family forest management programs in the United States, 
Canada and Europe provide the main sources of data for the report. 
  
CDS presented a PowerPoint summary of the draft report to key stakeholders on May 17 and 
received valuable feedback.  A final draft will be completed by mid-summer.  The Foundation is 
exploring opportunities to share the results with the public. 
 
 
 


